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1 A Manchurian style of
dress for men.

2 A long, loose gown for men.

3 A one-piece Chinese dress
(also known as Cheongsam)
originated from the wide and
loose Manchurian style of
dress for women.

4 8t Paul’s Co-educational
College’s school history.
Retrieved August 8, 2018 from
http://www.spcc.edu.hk/school-
history

% “Racial Equality and School
Uniform” Guide. Retrieved
August 8, 2018 from
http://www.eoc.org.hk/eoc/
Upload/booklets/schoolUniform/
2014_08.pdf

¢ Student Enrolment Statistics,
R017/18. Retrieved August 9,
2018 from https://
www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/
about-edb/publications-stat/
figures/Enrol_2017.pdf, page
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From 1840s to 1920s, students attending Sishu or traditional
Chinese private schools wore the Chinese costume of the time as did
those who went to missionary, charity and government sponsored
institutions. Thus it is not difficult to find images showing groups

of male students in Magua’ (&#}) or Cheongsam? (£#2) and girls

in blouse and skirt and Qipao® (i&#2). When in 1918 St Paul’s Girls’
College®*required all its students to wear school uniform to reinforce
a sense of group identity, this concept was quite new. Despite the
rapid adoption of different uniforms by almost all schools in Hong
Kong, there is still no ordinance nor regulation making the practice
compulsory. In other words, uniform remains entirely at the discretion
of the school. In June 2014, however, the Equal Opportunities
Commission did introduce a Guide on “Racial Equality and School
Uniforms”? to help schools to make their uniform codes racially and
culturally inclusive.

Though small size when compared to other great cities in Asia, Hong
Kong has 2,179° day schools covering kindergarten, primary and
secondary levels, and special needs. Despite having a large number
of schools in quite a small urban area, it is noteworthy how each

has managed to differentiate itself in the styling, fabric, badging and
colour design of its uniform, so much so that the choice of uniform
makes the visual identity of each school in some way unique.

With uniform now central to how almost every Hong Kong school
constructs a group identity, the paucity of academic literature on the
subject is surprising. School websites, annual reports, archives and
student memoirs occasionally offer interesting asides about how
their uniforms originated and evolved but it is difficult to glean much

sense of a general history. Nonetheless, school uniform has recently
become a topic of interest, at the beginning of each new school year,
as the press may report tales infused with nostalgia for some older
practices. School uniforms following the style of Qipao, the Chinese
Tunic Suit (a high jacket with buttoned collar, five front buttons and
four pockets) or sailor suit have been given coverage.

To redress the academic neglect of the subject and help inform

the community, the Hong Kong Museum of Education is therefore
glad to curate this first thematic exhibition on Hong Kong school
uniforms, giving visitors an overview of its development over the past
100 years while hoping also that it may act as a visual summary of
wider changes in our conception of childhood and our approach to
education.

The exhibition both showcases school uniforms that were typical of
their time and also displays some accessories. A school uniform goes
beyond helping schools forge a stronger sense of identity. A source
of pride in juniors, it may become a battleground for teenage rebellion
finally evoking the lifelong memories of the wearer, sweet or bitter.

We hope a visit to this exhibition will take our older visitors back to
uniforms with which they were once familiar and even make some of
our younger ones glad of the sometimes more comfortable and more
practical clothes they wear today.

We owe our gratitude to many schools, organisations, companies and
individuals that have made this exhibition possible. Special thanks

go to Dr Hung Keung for his advice on using digital media art in this
exhibition, Ms Sheila Chan for her drawings, and school uniform
suppliers Kam Lun and Fung Cheong Shun for their provision of
school uniforms and support.
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Chinese children wearing

Magua on the way to study
in America, 1870s
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THE INTRODUCTION OF
SCHOOL UNIFORM AND EARLY
HONG KONG SCHOOL WEAR
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First class of graduates of
St. Paul’s Girls’ College, 1919
I - B A - S PR 59 A v £
Courtesy: St. Paul’s
Co-educational College

China underwent great changes during the late Qing dynasty.
Western schooling with its uniforms was seen as an instrument of
modernisation. Since Hong Kong developed into a trading port in
the 1840s, missionaries from the West came to the city to establish
schools. These mission schools brought in Western teaching
methods and curricula. Some of these schools required students

to wear tidy and uniform clothes. This marked the birth of a school
uniform culture. In the first half of the 20th century, political instability
in China led to a number of schools such as Pooi To Middle School
and True Light Middle School moving to Hong Kong. China’s
Republican government had already laid down a number of school
uniform rules, so these schools also brought their uniforms and dress
codes when they opened branches in Hong Kong. Some of these
schools are now a century old and their uniforms can be considered
part of Hong Kong’s cultural heritage. Yet Hong Kong still has no
single ordinance or set of city-wide rules to make the wearing of
uniforms or even a dress code mandatory. In earlier times school
uniform was not a popular idea in small private schools or traditional
Sishu in the New Territories.
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Group photo of graduates of the

Affiliated Primary School of
Fong Lam Middle School, 1940
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THE POPULARITY OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM IN HONG KONG
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It may be that idea of school uniforms will only become popular when
an education system achieves a certain maturity and the society a
reasonable level of affluence. Since its inception, Hong Kong has
seen quite dramatic increases in its population. The early immigrants
to Hong Kong were mostly single men, so for many the education of
children was not a priority. It was not until after WWII that we saw a
rise in the school age population and the development of schools to
cater for them. In the 1950s, implementing such government policies
such as the ‘7-year primary school expansion programme’, led to

a sharp increase in the number of private and public schools. More
schools meant a great need for one institution to differentiate itself
from another and school uniform was a way to do that. There was a
fortunate coincidence between this growing desire for uniforms and
the rise of a Hong Kong textile industry able to cater to that demand.
This favourable combination of factors ensured the development of a
school uniform culture in the 1950s and 1960s. Today the majority of
schools require uniforms for students of all levels.
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Primary five students of
Munsang College Primary School,
1950
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Courtesy: Munsang College
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF HONG KONG
SCHOOL UNIFORM CULTURE

19604 X
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Assembly of God Hebron Primary
School (Wang Tau Hom), 1960s

As there is no overarching regulatory framework for school uniforms,
a marked feature of the city’s schools is the diversity of styles.
Designs vary according to institutional ethos, changes in fashion,
developments in production techniques, variations in how we
differentiate between the sexes and other socio-economic factors.
Some schools are happier to adapt uniforms to changes in fashion
than others. Such schools may now promote a more relaxed

and informal approach to student dress. Others have a stronger
attachment to an older uniform design and see in it a way to conserve
a sense of school identity and tradition and resist the idea of changing
their traditional uniforms. These differences of approach weave the
rich and variable cultural tapestry of school uniforms in Hong Kong.
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Group photo of graduates of St.
Paul’s Girls’ College, 1921
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Courtesy:
St. Paul’s Co-educational College
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MAINSTREAM SCHOOL UNIFORMS
OF DIFFERENT DECADES
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Opening ceremony

of Po Leung Kuk
Kindergarten, 1971
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{7 S TR ol 147 B
Courtesy:

Po Leung Kuk
Museum

In old days, secondary school girls mainly put on Maids’ Suit and
Qipao while boys wore fashionable shirts and trousers. The Yat-
sen suit (also known as Chinese Tunic suit) was also adopted in a
number of schools. As the number of primary schools in Hong Kong
underwent such a great increase after WWII, the ‘Overalls paired
with shirt’ was a kind of popular unisex formula for school wear at
that time. Nowadays the most common design of school dress is
the ‘one-piece dress with waist belt’ and ‘two-piece shirt and skirt’.
This design has been popular since the 1950s or 1960s. Because
of the limitations in fabric colours and an interest in ensuring that
students presented in clean clothes, white was the obvious choice.
In the 1960s and 1970s, school uniforms afforded more colour
choices with improvements in fabric dyes. Since the 1970s designs
with stripes, checks and even tartans have been introduced into
school uniforms. The blouse and skirt type of school uniform has
also been widely adopted for girls with different summer and winter
codes also becoming common for both sexes. In the 1990s there
was already considerable diversity in Hong Kong'’s school uniform
styles. Even the most common feature of boys’ uniforms shows some
variation. Tracksuit and untucked short-sleeved shirts are a recent
development.

The growing diversity in design apart, the quality of available fabrics
has continued to improve in recent years. Fabrics used for school
uniform, for example, should be free from toxic dyes or allergens.
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Belilios Public School , 1970-80s
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Courtesy: Belilios Public School

Po Leung Kuk Tai So Shiu Wan
Kindergarten, 1996
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Courtesy: Po Leung Kuk Museum

School uniform is now seen to have a broader function than that of
simply creating a strong collective identity. Its functions include:

- maintaining the image and ethos of a school
- supporting positive behavior and discipline

- avoiding showcasing disparities of wealth through a
choice of clothes

- keeping students focused on study and not on fashionable
forms of self-presentation

- maintaining hygiene and safety
- nurturing harmony and cohesion

- making trespassers on school grounds more clearly identifiable
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Scholarship recipients of
Queen’s College wearing
Magua and Western suit, 1906
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MAGUA
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In the late Qing China, the Chinese traditional Sishu (private school)
usually held at the ancestral hall was popular in the villages in the
New Territories. As the concept of school uniform was yet to evolve,
students simply put on their daily wear to school, which was in fact
itself quite uniform. For male students, Magua was the basic dress
code of the time. Manchurian in style, the Magua consisted of a
waist-high jacket with Chinese frog closures down the front and wide
and large sleeves worn on top of the long gown. It was paired with
belted trousers, cloth shoes and a black cap.

R (RE#)

CHEONGSAM (LONG GOWN)

“HiHEY), EASRNBEZHEN, EREBERBEFE
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PERBAZMEIE, MEAFXHUNEE, BUNRECEICTE
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BITERNER, LA REREERRMWIE.

In the early 20th century, the number of Chinese schools gradually
increased. Schools began to insist on students wearing tidy clothes
and an embryonic notion of a dress code began to develop. The
Magua was replaced by a kind of simple long gown or robe as the
mainstream school wear for male students following the overthrow
of the Qing Dynasty and the birth of the Republican government in
China. The marked features of this long gown in contrast with those
of the Magua are lightness, a slender fit and a white cotton robe,
paired with belted trousers.

1920 AR
BLERSRLEGEEREY
Students of Queen’s College
wearing Cheongsam in 1920s
Fr gt

SR e B

Courtesy: Queen’s College
History Museum
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MAIDS’ SUIT
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In the 1930s, one style of school dress was developed from the
clothes worn by housemaids at that time. This style comprised a
two-piece suit consisting of a blouse and trousers. The top blouse
had a high collar and small splits at both sides, with simple binding
on the collar and front flap. The chosen colour was generally white
or light blue.

T A&
OVERALLS
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Originating in the 18th century Europe, overalls developed from how
workmen stitched an apron to a pair of trousers to protect their other
clothes from dirt. In the early 1950s, as industries in Hong Kong
developed rapidly, dress styles became more practical. A lot of
schools also followed this trend and adopted overalls as part of their
school uniform. This school outfit was usually made of comfortable
cotton fabric with colours mainly blue, grey or green, paired with a
white shirt.

1967 4 ZEI IR 5d B —
WEZEE T

Children in school uniform —
boys wearing overalls, 1967

R P WU T B

Courtesy: Information
Services Department
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CHINESE TUNIC SUIT
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Graduation photo of a
primary school, 1940
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Courtesy: Mr Lau Chi-chung
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The Chinese Tunic suit is often referred to as a Zhongshan suit in
recognition of how Sun Yat-sen (better known as Sun Zhongshan)
made this into a form of national dress. It was a modification of the
Japanese military uniforms of the Republican era and expressed
China’s adoption of a more progressive nationalist ethos. The top,
which was paired with trousers, had a high jacket with buttoned
collar, five front buttons and four pockets. These details are said
to have symbolic meanings: the three cuff-buttons represent
Sun’s Three Principles of the People; the five front buttons, the five
branches of government; and the four pockets, the four Chinese
virtues (propriety, justice, honesty and shame). The Zhongshan
suit was adopted as a uniform in a number of schools in the 1930s
and 1940s.

27
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QIPAO (OR CHEONGSAM) SCHOOL UNIFORM
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Form six students of St. Stephen’s
Girls’ College, 1930s
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Courtesy:
St. Stephen’s Girls’ College
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‘Qipao’ was originally the attire of the Manchu women of the Qing
dynasty. It comprised a loose, straight cut long gown with wide
sleeves and elaborate embellishments. In the 1920s, a modern form
of ‘Qipao’ with both Manchu and contemporary fashion elements
became city women’s daily wear in China. Women in Hong Kong
followed suit. It was also quickly adapted to replace the once popular
‘blouse and skirt’ type school uniform for girls at that time. This Qipao
school uniform had a one-piece dress with high collar, front-flap and
splits at both sides. After its introduction in the 1920s, it was taken

as the simplest form of the dress and remains the school uniform

for 16 secondary schools in Hong Kong. These ‘Qipao’ uniforms are
distinguished from one another by colour, binding, splits at both
sides and metal badge. Of all these schools, only Pooi To Middle
School keep the white colour for their summer uniform for senior
form students while the rest adopt different shades of blue.

BH&eESiE
ONE-PIECE WHITE COLOUR DRESS
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The simplest form of school dress for girls in many Hong Kong
schools is this one-piece, short-sleeved, knee-high white dress.
Apart from the school badge sewed on the front for school identity,
a waist belt and ribbon or tie are often added to make it more
outstanding. Aided secondary schools of Po Leung Kuk have a red
belt and a white-red checkered tie while its primary counterparts
have just the red belt similar to that of the Tung Wah Group of
Hospitals’ secondary schools.

1973-74 S5 L e A B
@Girls of King’s College, 1973-74
fiEl - p fh « 9 R e S 2
Courtesy:

0ld students of King’s College
(Figs)
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1970s
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CHECK SCHOOL UNIFORM
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Since the 1960s check and sometimes even Scottish tartan patterns
have given schools another way to make their uniforms different.
Checks and tartans are mostly adopted in one-piece dresses for
summer uniforms or skirts for winter uniforms. In Hong Kong, the
tartan has an almost exotic look and this made it a preferred choice
for many schools in the 1980s.

KFEERE
SAILOR SUIT
SCHOOL UNIFORM
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The child’s sailor suit originated from a fashion once made popular in
the UK and Europe in the 19th century by the four year old Prince of
Wales, Albert Edward. This school uniform appeared in Hong Kong
in the 1940s, and became popular earlier than in Japan where it
became quite widespread in the 70s and 80s. As a whole, the sailor
suit is simple in design and colour, the extravagant collar apart. The
Hong Kong style features a one-piece dress or ‘blouse and pleated
skirt’ all with the typical sailor collar mainly in white and ocean tones,
creating different variations and styles through mix and match. The
popularity of this type of school uniform in Japan has inevitably led to
the Hong Kong counterpart being considered somewhat Japanese

in style. One of the typical examples was the blue sailor suit school
uniform from the former New Method College. Just as when it was
first modelled by a four year old crown prince the sailor suit is often
still thought cute today and many kindergartens remain keen to adopt
its elements in their school uniform design.

1979 £E TR b/ NV R SE 4 T

Group photo of graduates of a
primary school, 1979

[ - P A1t Courtesy:
Mr. Junio Edmond Hui
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SHIRT-AND-TROUSERS SCHOOL UNIFORM

1960-70 fFAR
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Students of Queen Elizabeth
School, 1960-70s
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Courtesy: Queen Elizabeth School
Old Students’ Association
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Secondary boys’ uniforms have not changed much since the 1950s.
The basic combination is still a white short-sleeved shirt and a pair
of trousers and while one can find a range of colours white and grey
are the most popular in summer. Long-sleeved shirts are generally
worn in winter. Winter trousers may also be made of a warmer fabric.
For primary school boys, shorts replace trousers in the summer, a
practice perhaps modelled on that of some UK schools.
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MISSION

Established in May, 2009, the Hong Kong Museum of Education acquires, conserves,
preserves, researches and exhibits materials related to the history, culture and development
of education in Hong Kong.

COLLECTION

The Museum currently houses a collection of education related items and artefacts of
historical value in Hong Kong. These items include teaching tools, school uniforms, textbooks,
trophies, certificates, historical documents and photographs. We welcome donations of
artefacts of all kinds with historical value, and cultural significance and interest that can bring
back the memories of Hong Kong people’s education experiences.

EXHIBITIONS

The Museum hosts thematic exhibitions on themes such as the development of teacher
training in Hong Kong, the origins and history of local village schools, the evolution of school
buildings in Hong Kong and the educational heritage treasures of school-sponsoring bodies.
The Museum also hosts special exhibitions and co-organises exhibitions with other museums
and organisations in Hong Kong and the region.

5 &E Telephone: 2948 8814 | B8 &Y Email: hkme@eduhk.hk | 48 31F Website: museum.eduhk.hk
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